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In this year of 1951 when Massachusetts is 
celebrating the 100th anniversary of the 
enactment of the law permitting the establish- 
ment of public libraries in her towns and 
cities, it seems very fitting for us to give 
formal expression to our appreciation of the 
important part trustees have played in the 
development of our libraries. 


Our trustees give freely of their time and 
energy, often at great personal inconvenience. 
They are men and women who are vitally inter- 
ested in the educational and social welfare 

of their communities and who are convinced of 
the importance of books in the lives of our 
people. They know that democracy depends on 
the free interchange of ideas, that books can 
be a tremendous force in the world, that boys 
and girls and men and women need the additional 
education, the information, the recreation, the 
inspiration that good books can give, 


This belief is strong enough to carry our 
trustees through long hours of considering 
ways and means for the development of local 
library resources. They lend their influence 
to plans for the renovation and upkeep of old 
buildings and the establishment of new. 


Through their interest and their hard work they 
are helping every person in the community who 
uses public book resources, 


The citizens of the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts are greatly in their debt. 


Louise B. Day, President 
Massachusetts Library 
Association 

April 12, 1951 


ne day I discovered I was 
a library Trustee... G7 


It was an honor and carried with it 
considerable responsibility...that I knew. 
But just what were my duties? What was 
expected of a library trustee? 


I went searching for the 
key... AWD FOUND /V..... 
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The Library Trustee, by Anna G. 
Hall, had the answers, as did other 
books you will read about later. 


Nice 


I READ...AND READ....AND ROE Bey Ges 
AND THIS IS WHAT I FOUND..... 


That the modern library is an intricate business 
and requires efficient trustees...not to manage 
it, but to get it managed. 


That the library should be the living center of the 
community where people of all walks of life may come 
for information on all sides of all subjects. 


That the modern library is a leader in education. 
By its discussion groups, Great Books organizations, 
current events sessions, art exhibits, clubs for 

children and young people, talks, book reviews and 
group’ projects, the library helps to create an 
informed and alert public opinion. 


That the library makes a distinct contribution in 
helping to maintain and interpret democracy. 


I also discovered that 
as a Library lrustee.... 


IT 1S MY BUSINESS... 


To help determine the policy of the library. There- | 


fore, I must know the needs of my library and the 
community, and I must be aware of new trends and new 
procedures in the library field. So, I must... 


MBE R. 
Keep myself posted on the latest paietiprotepiitn 
news of the libraries and librar- Fhe ipn ah! 


fans in my vicinity and in the 
library world in general. 


Become actively interested in the 
Massachusetts Library Association 
and attend its meetings. 


Read the professional publications 
such as the Library Journal, the 
Massachusetts Library Association 
Bulletin, the Wilson Library Bulle- 
tin, as well as the American Library TO KEEP 
Association Bulletin and the News 
Letter of the Massachusetts Division POSTER 
of Public Libraries, | 


Broaden my outlook by meeting with 
trustees of other communities and 
discussing library problems with 
poe them. 


Become aware of the resources and 
tp services of the Massachusetts 
Division of Public Libraries. 


that my library may carry on its proe 
gram effectively and satisfactorily. 
Ol, yi OAL S tr ae | 


TO SECURE 
FUNDS 


3 & To help secure adequate funds in order 
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Work for an appropriation elastic enough to provide 
for continued improvement of buildings, equipment 
and services for not only our own but future 
generations. 


Aim at meeting the American e «hy h 
Library Association standards 6: 
for personnel and services. © we). 
{~~ 
To promote the services of the bomugaae 
Peerery., SO, I must... ™ 


A 
Focus the attention of my fellow | 


citizens not only on the services : 
and facilities available, but 


also on the library's needs. TQ PROMOTE SERVICES 


To secure the services of a well-trained 


librarian and staff to whom the trustees 
can look confidently to carry out their 


policies. 


A Library Trustees Do 1? “Quiz! 
A Library lrustees Dol? Quiz! 
I THOUGHT AND THOUGHT AND THOUGHT... DOES ‘HIS 
DESCRIBE ME? I BEGAN TO CHECK MYSELF.... 


Vv Do I attend board meetings regularly? 


vDo I work for a larger appropriation? 


¥Do I bring to this position the same busi- 
ness acumen and serious purpose that I give 
my everyday job? 


VDo I cooperate with the librarian and try to 
see library problems from the standpoint of 
what is best for the community as a whole? 


VDo I seize every opportunity to publicize 
the library...to make known its value, its 
needs and its potentialities...in talks to 
clubs, service organizations, in council 
sessions, and even informally with my 
friends and business acquaintances? 
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and T began to check — 
my LIBRARY, too....... 


Do we cooperate with conmunity enter- 
prises? 


Do we make our community aware of the 
library? 


Does our publicity "show"? 
Do we provide story hours for children? 
Does the library have a “browsing corner"? 


Are young people encouraged to read 
through clubs and other such activities? 


Do we offer service to "shut-ins"? 


Do we cooperate with the community 
hospitals to make book service available? 


Are there any audio-visual services 
available, such as records or films? 


Do we sponsor regular radio programs or 
newspaper columns? 


Does our library conduct film forums for 
adults? 


a 1958 Supplement 


NNUAL REPORT OF MASS. BOARD OF LIBRARY COMMISSIONERS 
Mass. Division of Library Extension, 200 Newbury St., Boston 16 
At your library. 
ENERAL LIBRARY LEGISLATION OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass. Division of Library Extension 1956 At your library. 


ANDBOOK FOR LIBRARY TRUSTEES by Winser 
R.R. Bowker Co., 62 West Sth St., New York 27 1955 $3 


OW TO BE A BOARD OR COMMITTEE MEMBER by Sorenson 
_ Association Press, 291 Broadway, New York 7 1953 $1 


PLAN FOR BETTER PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE by A.L.A. Coordinating Com- 
mittee on Revision of Public Library Standards, American Library 
Assn., 56 East Huron St., Chicago 11. 1956 $1.25 for 5 copies 


*Also available for loan from Mass. Division of Library Extension 


SO)... 


WI decided that being a 


_ Library Trustee was a 
Ik EMENDOUSLY IMPORTANT 
. _ JOB. 


4a tan. to the individual - to the community - to 
_ democracy itself. It deserves the very best 


READING HINTS FROM ONE TRUSTEE TO ANOTHER 


Public library in the political process, by Garceau. 
Columbia University Press, 1949 


The library trustee, by Hall. 
American Library Association, 1957 


National plan for library service, by Joeckel. 
_ American Library Association, 1948 


Public library in the United States, by Leigh. 
Columbia University Press, 1950 


Post-war standards for public libraries. 
American Library Association, 1943 
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